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Massena lost an eye in this way and once Ludwig only escaped a
similar fate by throwing himself flat on the ground, which example
was followed by both Germans and French of his suite. When the
Emperor visited Munich in January, 1806, Maximilian Joseph
had him handed a gun loaded with blank cartridges because he
saw how recklessly his noble guest fired amongst the beaters.

Every Saturday Ludwig dined with the Emperor and had
an opportunity of observing Napoleon's rough manner even
towards his mother. Jokingly Napoleon said to him: 'My
mother is still coquettish/ and he pinched the ear of Madame
Mfere, as was his favourite habit. There were various indications
that she and her daughter-in-law, Josephine, were not the best
of friends. On the 2nd March, when there was another family
dinner, and Napoleon had kept everyone waiting for an hour and
a half, he suddenly turned to Crown Prince Ludwig and asked
him: 'Are you betrothed to the Grand Duchess of Russia?'

This was an awkward question, for since Austerlitz the Emperor
had not been on good terms with the Russians and would there-
fore dislike such a marriage for the son of his closest ally. More-
over news had reached Crown Prince Ludwig that there were
grave doubts at the Russian Court concerning this proposed
marriage.

'I am no longer engaged, at the moment/ was Ludwig's thought,
'but perhaps it would not be wise to say so/ Hesitatingly he
answered: Tes, Your Majesty/

Although Ludwig was not in sympathy with the Emperor,
he was forced to recognize that no one made better use of his
time, for the amount of work Napoleon got through in the day
was incredible. To be sure/ he added, 'no one makes other
people waste so much of their time/ This was a sore subject to
the Crown Prince who was accustomed to arrange his whole day
most carefully. He had learnt this from his father. 'I am most
grateful to you, my dear Papa, that from my earliest youth you
have insisted upon my days being fully occupied/

In his family circle Napoleon was at times abrupt and rude;
and at other times he was gay and enjoyed playing games such as
blindman's-bufi, etc., running hard but quite willing to be caught
if someone else was quicker. He would often amuse himself by
asking his guests or a page questions on history and would be
mightily pleased if one of his princely guests was unable to answer
the very first question. That was seldom the case with Ludwig.